228                      THE POLICE
I was Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces I found m the remoter parts many complaints of the exactions and tyrannies of the constables and forest or Revenne chaprasis. One ryot (cultivator) told me that at the beginning of the rams he was ploughing his field by the road through the jungle A policeman came by, who wanted to have a companion and guide on his way He insisted on the ryot going with him, and would not even allow him to take his bullocks to the village When the ryot returned he found that one bullock had been killed by a tiger, and the other had broken its rope and fled Some time afterwards he found that it had been auctioned at a distant cattle pound, and that most of the proceeds of the sale had been utilised to pay pound fees and feeding charges He had made no complaint until now, when a European officer came by There weie complaints all along the road of the exaction of gratuitous services of an irksome and oppressive kind by these officials This is an illustiation of what one finds too often in the mtenor. Such acts of oppression cieate a most unfavourable impression, and sometimes lead to the desertion of villages near the high road. Officeis have to be constantly on guard against them, and to put them down with a strong hand
It has, however, to be remarked that, despite these acts of oppression, which are not so rare as they might be, and despite many petty exactions and occasional instances of gross misconduct, it is not true that the people hate the police. It is a singular fact, of which the Police Commission had evidence m every Province, that when the transfer of a Thana * from one place to another is proposed in the interests of the general police administration of the District, the people of the neighbourhood almost invariably petition against its removal. It is recognised that with all their defects, which must not be underestimated, but vigorously remedied, the police axe effective in preserving the peace and securing the safety of the community. With the material hitherto composing the force,
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